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Village of Tradition, Miss 
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Photos in this section provided by New Orleans Convention and Visitors Bureau; Mobile Area Chamber of Com-
merce; Village of Tradition; Eastern Shore Chamber of Commerce 
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Airbus photo 
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   Europe’s Airbus greatly 
increases its investment in 
the Gulf Coast with a new 
116-acre complex to 
assemble A320 jetliners...�
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Tcp illustration, Google Earth map 

Louisiana 

Mississippi Alabama 

Florida 
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Chapter I: Foreign investments 

Photo page 18: A portion of the fuselage of an A320, one of Airbus’ most popular jetliners.  

Tad Denson photo 
Brookley Aeroplex in Mobile, Ala., is a 1,700-acre industrial site with a 9,600-foot runway. It’s a former Air Force 
Base that was closed in 1969, and has been a key site for Mobile’s aerospace activities. 
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Airbus illustration 
Airbus plans to begin construction of its assembly complex at Brookley Aeroplex in the summer of 2013. The 116-
acre complex will include seven buildings. 
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Rolls-Royce photo 
Rolls-Royce tests commercial jet engines at NASA 
Stennis Space Center, Miss. It’s building a second 
stand to go with the one opened in 2007. 
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   With the growing interest 
in commercial space flight, 
NASA’s huge investments in 
SSC and Michoud may wind 
up attracting partners...�
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Illustration page 28: The Space Launch System is designed to take astronauts deeper into space than ever before. 

NASA photo 
Space Shuttle Main Engines that will be used in the 
core stage of NASA’s Space Launch System are stored 
at Stennis Space Center, Miss. 
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Tcp illustration, Google Earth map 
With Stennis Space Center and Michoud Assembly Facility less than 
40 miles apart, economic development officials are looking for ways 
to leverage what they call the Stennis-Michoud Aerospace Corridor. 

Stennis 

Michoud 
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NASA photo 

Stennis Space Center, Miss., tests an Aerojet AJ26 rocket engine in September 2011. It will power the first stage of 
Orbital Sciences Corp.’s launch vehicle. SSC tests engines for NASA programs and commercial companies. 
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NASA photo 
The Orion test article built at Michoud Assembly Facility, New Orleans, after its arrival at Kennedy Space Center, 
Fla. Michoud is also building the core section of the Space Launch System. 
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Tcp illustration, Google Earth map 
Site C-6 is in the eastern portion of Eglin Air Force Base, about 35 
miles to the east of the main gate. 

Site C-6 

Eglin AFB 
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U.S. Air Force photo 
AN/FPS-85 Phased Array Radar at Eglin Air Force Base, Fla., looks for objects in near and deep space. 
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   Aerial weapons, advanced 
materials, remote sensing 
and propulsion systems are 
just some of the fields where 
the region is an innovator...�
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Chapter III: RDT&E/applied technologies 

Courtesy photo from Eglin Air Force Base 
A 40-pound explosive detonates a 60-pound metal cylinder during an airblast test by the High Explosives Research 
and Development facility at Eglin Air Force Base, Fla. The HERD is the only Air Force facility that develops ex-
plosives. 

Photo page 40: IHMC is working with NASA to create algorithms to let robots walk on uneven surfaces. 
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Courtesy photo from Eglin Air Force Base 
Image of an F-15 with a 3-D laser scanner used for 
aircraft/weapon compatibility analysis. 
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Chapter III: RDT&E/applied technologies 

NASA photo 
Workers at the National Center for Advanced Manufac-
turing at Michoud Assembly Facility in New Orleans 
prepare to do welding on the crew module aft dome ring 
of the Orion Ground Test Article. 
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Chapter III: RDT&E/applied technologies 

GE Aviation illustration 
An artist’s drawing of the GE Aviation engine parts 
plant in Ellisville, near Hattiesburg, Miss. The com-
pany has worked closely with the composite experts at 
the University of Southern Mississippi. 
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Chapter IV - Unmanned systems/robotics 
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   The Gulf Coast has a foot 
in the door of the high 
growth field of robotics, 
which promises to change 
the way we live and work...�
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Chapter IV: Unmanned systems/robotics  

Photo page 50: The latest version of the Fire Scout uses a Bell 407 airframe and will be built in Moss Point, Miss. 

Northrop Grumman photo 
The Northrop Grumman Unmanned Systems Center is the first tenant of the Jackson County Aviation Technology 
Park in Moss Point, Miss. It’s building portions of Global Hawk and Fire Scout unmanned aerial systems. 
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Chapter IV: Unmanned systems/robotics 

Northrop Grumman photo 
The Euro Hawk, a variant of the Global Hawk built for Germany, takes off on an early flight. The fuselage for the 
Euro Hawk, and other Global Hawk variants, are built at the Unmanned Systems Center in Moss Point, Miss. 
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NASA photo 
Pensacola’s Institute for Human and Machine Cognition is working on algorithms to let robots like R2 walk. 
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Navy photo 
Slocum Glider underwater vehicles operate worldwide and are controlled by personnel at the Naval Oceanographic 
Office at Stennis Space Center, Miss. 
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Chapter IV: Unmanned systems/robotics 

Rebecca Burke, U.S. Navy photo 

Naval Oceanographic Office surveyors aboard the USNS Henson, secure 
an autonomous underwater vehicle recovered from the North Sea. The 
team was looking for the Bonhomme Richard, which went down off the 
English coast in 1779. 
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U.S. Air Force photo by Capt. Ryan Seymour 
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   The Gulf Coast region has 
47 military “sites” big and 
little valued at $20.3 billion, 
and locals are taking steps 
to protect them...�
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U.S. Air Force  

Tcp illustration, Google Earth map 
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Florida 
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Chapter V: Military aviation 

Photo page 62: Two F-35As over Eglin during the 33rd Fighter Wing’s first formation flight in April 2012 

U.S. Air Force photo 
Development and testing of weapons, like this MK 84, is a major function of Eglin Air Force Base, Fla. 
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Chapter V: Military aviation 

U.S. Air Force photo 
The Air Force Special Operations AC-130 gunship’s primary role is close air sup-
port, air interdiction and force protection. In the Gulf Coast region, they’re based 
at Florida’s Hurlburt Field and Duke Field.  
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)�%�	���������	)�%�	���������	)�%�	���������	)�%�	���������	� ���
Location Defense contractors Dollars awarded 2000-2011 Contracts 2000-2011 

;�������?�"��%��*�� ��
� �

��7���������� ����7�

3�������#����)��2'� ���� �8�
���7
��8�8� ���9��

3��������?�"��%��42� ��8� ���9�9�8���
��� ����9�

<�%�?�"��%��42� 797� ����9��87���
7� ��
���

��	�/�$$��%�#����)��2'� 
��� �
��
7�9���9��� ���
9��

*������?�"��%��'2� ���� �7�����
����87� ���7��

1���$����?�"��%��42� ��8� �
�7��������9�� �������

5��������?�"��%��*�� ��9� ����
9�8������� 7���9�

�����������?�"��%��42� ���� �
�7���7����� 9���

5�������?�"��%��*�� �9� �
����8����9� ����

Baldwin County, AL 126 $83,284,653 794 

Walton County, FL 38 $10,063,315 235 

TOTALS 3,581 $55,001,773,706 52,605 

Source: GovernmentContractsWon.com. (Compiled May 23, 2012) 
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Chapter V: Military aviation 

U.S. Air Force photos 
An F-22 Raptor from Tyndall Air Force Base, Fla., during a sortie over the Gulf Coast. Tyndall has an operational 
squadron and training F-22 pilots. Inset photo shows F-22s taking off after four-month safety standdown. 
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Tcp/GCRL illustration, Google map 

Camp Shelby 
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��		��	��		��	��		��	��		��	� ���
Site Mission 

Barin Field, AL aviator training 

Cairns Basefield, AL aviator training 

Camp Keller (De Soto), MS firing range 

Camp Rudder (Eglin Auxiliary Field 6), FL air strip, special forces, ground troop training 

Camp Shelby, MS air, ground, training center 

Cape San Blas Missile Tracking Annex D-3, FL  

Coast Guard Aviation Training Center, Mobile, AL  

Coast Guard Gulfport, MS search and rescue; law enforcement 

Coast Guard Pascagoula, MS search and rescue; law enforcement 

Naval Construction Battalion Center Gulfport, MS construction 

Corry Station, FL cryptology; information dominance 

Destin Moreno Point, FL  

Dothan Regional Airport, AL  

Duke Field (Eglin Auxiliary Field 3), FL special operations 

Eglin Air Force Base, FL F-35 training, weapons development; special ops 

Fort Rucker, AL helicopter pilot training 

Gulfport-Biloxi Regional Airport, MS air combat center, combat skills training 

Hurlburt Field, FL air special operations 

Keesler Air Force Base, MS airlift operations; electronics training 

Lynn Haven Defense Fuel Sup, FL idle 

Mississippi AAP, MS transferred to NASA 

NAS JRB New Orleans, LA fighters; search and rescue 

NAS Pensacola, FL pilot, technical training 

NAS Whiting Field Milton, FL pilot training 

Surface Warfare Center Panama City, FL underwater warfare 

Naval Support Activity New Orleans East Bank, LA reservists, others 

NOLF Brewton, AL aviator training 

NOLF Choctaw, FL aviator training 

NOLF Evergreen, AL aviator training 

NOLF Holley, FL aviator training 

NOLF Santa Rosa, FL aviator training 

NOLF Silverhill, AL aviator training 

NOLF Spencer, FL aviator training 

NOLF Summerdale, AL aviator training 

NOLF Wolf, AL aviator training 

OLF Bronson, FL aviator training 

Saufley Field, FL education, touch and go 

Shell Basefield, AL aviator training 

Stennis Space Center, MS oceanography, special warfare; research 

Supervisor of Shipbuilding, MS oversees contractor work 

10C Stagefield, AL aviator training 

Toth Stagefield, AL aviator training 

Tyndall Air Force Base, FL F-22 squadron, air combat training 
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��3�4�������)�)�	���	��3�4�������)�)�	���	��3�4�������)�)�	���	��3�4�������)�)�	���	� ���

����������������������������������������������������������������0 000����������	�	����������	�	����������	�	����������	�	� ���
Site Branch Nearest city State Acres owned Total acres PRV (M) 

Eglin Air Force Base AF Eglin AFB FL 449,290 449,415 $3,859.9 

   Eglin Air Force Base Site 2 (SR Island) AF Fort Walton Beach FL 0 3,167 $50.6 

MTA Camp Shelby AG Hattiesburg MS 200 133,682 $1,237.4 

   Camp Shelby Assault Runway AFG Camp Shelby MS 0 182 $15.5 

Fort Rucker Army Fort Rucker AL 57,776 59,261 $1,527.5 

Tyndall Air Force Base AF Panama City FL 27,348 28,824 $1,476.6 

Hurlburt Field AF Mary Esther FL 6,341 6,341 $1,434.1 

NAS JRB New Orleans Navy Belle Chasse LA 5,009 5,210 $807.9 

   NAS JRB New Orleans AFG New Orleans LA 0 67 $126.80 

NAS Pensacola Navy Pensacola FL 2,296 5,809 $2,169.9 

NAS Whiting Field Milton Navy Milton FL 3,533 4,776 $616.1 

Duke Field (Eglin Auxiliary Field 3) AF Crestview FL 1,946 1,946 $319.1 

Keesler Air Force Base AF Biloxi MS 1,597 1,670 $2,161.9 

   Keesler Training Annex 1 AF Biloxi MS 114 114 $59.4 

Saufley Field Navy Pensacola FL 882 895 $255.3 

Camp Rudder (Eglin Auxiliary Field 6) AF Holt FL 855 855 $114.5 

Cape San Blas Missile Tracking Annex D-3 AF Port St. Joe FL 831 831 $12.1 

Gulfport-Biloxi Regional Airport AFG Gulfport MS 11 267 $176.8 

Dothan Regional Airport AFG Dothan AL 0 21 $10.3 

5�������%����	4�	����%����	4���	�%����	5�������%����	4�	����%����	4���	�%����	5�������%����	4�	����%����	4���	�%����	5�������%����	4�	����%����	4���	�%����	� ���
Site Branch Nearest city State Acres owned Total acres PRV (M) 

NOLF Choctaw Navy Navarre FL 1,450 1,450 $79.3 

Cairns Basefield Army Daleville AL 1,326 1,326 $217.9 

OLF Bronson Navy Pensacola FL 967 1,098 $18.3 

Barin Field Navy Foley AL 763 818 $40.3 

NOLF Santa Rosa Navy Milton FL 738 738 $33.6 

NOLF Holley Navy Navarre FL 698 698 $32.9 

NOLF Brewton Navy Brewton AL 0 653 $37.2 

NOLF Spencer Navy Pace FL 640 640 $18.7 

NOLF Summerdale Navy Summerdale AL 565 567 $30.6 

NOLF Evergreen Navy Evergreen AL 136 444 $25.0 

NOLF Wolf Navy Summerdale AL 422 422 $32.7 

NOLF Silverhill Navy Daphne AL 400 400 $29.4 

Shell Basefield Army Enterprise AL 312 312 $48.8 

10C Stagefield Army Fort Rucker AL 180 180 $13.1 

Toth Stagefield Army Dothan AL 128 128 $15.6 

Continued next page 
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5����� ����������	�	5����� ����������	�	5����� ����������	�	5����� ����������	�	� ���

Site Branch Nearest city State Acres owned Total acres PRV (M) 

Camp Keller (De Soto) Navy Biloxi MS 0 2,483 $17.6 

Naval Construction Battalion Center Gulfport Navy Gulfport MS 1,094 1,098 $1,002.4 

Surface Warfare Center  Panama City Navy Panama City FL 630 678 $465.7 

Corry Station Navy Pensacola FL 674 674 $550.6 

Stennis Space Center Navy Bay St. Louis MS 347 347 $258.8 

       

6��	��6��	��6��	��6��	��� ���
Site Branch Nearest city State Acres owned Total acres PRV (M) 

NAS Pensacola Mariner Housing Navy Pensacola FL 0 147 $44.2 

Whiting Pines Navy Milton FL 0 98 $61.4 

CBC Gulfport Sand Hill Housing AF Biloxi MS 75 75 $48.1 

CBC Gulfport Lakeside Housing Navy Pascagoula MS 33 33 $39.4 

5�����
��
�����	5�����
��
�����	5�����
��
�����	5�����
��
�����	� ���
Site Branch Nearest city State Acres owned Total acres PRV (M) 

Mississippi AAP Army Bay St. Louis MS 0 4,214 $392.8 

Lynn Haven Defense Fuel Sup AF Lynn Haven FL 203 203 $40.1 

Naval Support Activity New Orleans East Bank Navy New Orleans LA 25 26 $300.2 

Destin Moreno Point Army Destin FL 1 14 $11.1 
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Infinity Science Center photo 
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   With all the concern over 
creating a new generation 
of STEM-trained workers, 
the Gulf Coast has taken 
steps to answer the call...�
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Tcp illustration, Google Earth map 

Louisiana 

Mississippi Alabama 

Florida 
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Chapter VI - Education/workforce 

National Flight Academy photo 

The National Flight Academy at Naval Air Station Pensacola, Fla., from the outside gives no hint about what’s 
inside. But within the building is a replica of the inside of an aircraft carrier. Students who attend the camp tackle 
non-combat missions using science and math skills they learn in school. 
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Chapter VI - Education/workforce 

GulfQuest illustration 

Mobile, Ala’s planned GulfQuest along the Mobile 
River will have within its walls a replica of a cargo ship. 
Exhibits will be designed to make learning about ship-
ping and the Gulf of Mexico fun. 
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Source: National Math + Science Initiative, Dallas, Texas, na-
tionalmathandscience.org 
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4�������������&��(�����%� /����)�������42��#���$��?� �%� �&KF5�

2�"�������������&��(�����%�����'0*�?���� �� <������� " ���2'� �&KF5�

2�%����&��(�����%�+�-�3������� +�-�3��������2'� *���� �J��2�

2�&65����)����������?������ +�-�3��������2'� �!��K*�� �

*�������!!��������&��(�����%� �����(������*�����?��< ���>�� �&KF5�

��"�)����&��(�����%�����'0*�?���� �� <�������" ���2' � *�����J��2�

��"�)����&��(�����%�+�-�3������� +�-�3��������2'� *�� ���J��*�

/"�����&��(�����%� +�-�3��������2'� �&KF5�

&��(�����%����4������� ,�����(������42���)���$��� �& KF5�

&��(�����%����*�������!!�� 3>������*�����?� �&K5�

&��(�����%����+�-�3������� +�-�3��������2'� �&K5�

&��(�����%������"�)�'����$�� *�������'2� RU/H 

&��(�����%������"�)����*�������!!�� 5�������"� ��*�� �2�� �<���)����)���� RU/H 

&��(�����%���������4������� #����������42� RU/H 

H�(����&��(�����%� +�-�3��������2'� Bac/A&S 
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Chapter VI - Education/workforce 

����������������������	����������������������	����������������������	����������������������	� ���
Site name Location Focus area 

D������%���������?������ ����������!����?�������*�� 1 ���)������!�������������

+��������*"��"$����+�(���'(������� �#����������42� �� (����(�������

+��������4�� )��'����$%� �#����������42� )����6������ ���� ���$!�

,"���?�����1>!����"$���������?������ �*�������'2� �)� !!�� ������)��,"������*�>����

'���4�����'�$�$����*"��"$� ��)���$����42� �������-��! ���%�
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